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the corporate ethical life ; and its mediated expression in the self- 
consciousness of the individual, in his knowledge and in his 
activity. Just so, the self-consciousness of the individual {dieses 
can only refer to Selbstbewusstsein\, by virtue of its sentiment [of 
loyalty], gets its substantial freedom in the State, which is the essence, 
the end of this self-consciousness, and the creature of its activity." 

These passages are certainly not specimens of Professor Sterrett's 
best work, and one does not wish the translation to be judged by 
them alone. On the whole, the principal difficulty of this volume 
lies in the deliberately-chosen plan of a literal rendering, which 
Professor Sterrett has, in the main, pretty closely followed. But a 
literal rendering of Hegel must needs occasionally seem too much 
like a translation from the speech of Gog into the tongue of Magog. 
A class that shall use such a text will in some passages need a 
teacher who can once more translate the translation. How many 
of us can find it easy to do this ? On the other hand, this obscurity 
does not by any means always beset the text of the " Rechtsphi- 
losophie." Extended passages of it are, indeed, quite intelligible 
to any sufficiently prepared student. And Professor Sterrett's in- 
troductory discussion is lucid and well stated. The modest devo- 
tion of the earnest disciple is everywhere apparent. But the 
present reviewer is moved to express the cordial hope that Professor 
Sterrett, who has labored so self-sacrificingly for Hegel, may ere 
long be moved to speak more fully in his own name. One is led 
to anticipate that when he does thus more fully speak, his self- 
expression will prove even more admirable than his previous self- 
abnegation. 

Josiah Royce. 

Harvard University. 

Ethic : Demonstrated in Geometrical Order, and divided into five 
Parts, which treat (i) of God ; (2) of the Nature and Origin of 
the Mind ; (3) of the Nature and Origin of the Affects ; (4) of 
Human Bondage, and of the Struggles of the Affects ; (5) of the 
Power of the Intellect, or of Human Liberty. Translated from 
the Latin of Benedict de Spinoza by W. Hale White ; transla- 
tion revised by Amelia Hutchinson Stirling, M.A. (Edin.). 
Second Edition, Revised and Corrected, with New Preface. 
London: T. Fisher Unwin, 1894. Pp- cv., 297. 

Elia once made the confession " that the names of some of our 
poets sounded sweeter, and have a finer relish to the ear, — to mine, 
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at least — than that of Milton or of Shakespeare." They are more 
choice : they are not so " staled and rung upon in common dis- 
course." There can be little doubt that the choicest name in 
modern philosophy is that of Spinoza. He can hardly ever be 
vulgarized, as even Kant or Hegel may. Perhaps it is partly for 
this reason that he is the object of a warmer devotion than any 
other. He is as well named Benedictus as the apostle of " God, 
Freedom, and Immortality" was named Immanuel. He is the one 
philosopher who is not followed, but who is loved and worshipped. 
The present edition is an illustration of this fact. It is evident 
that it is work of one for whom, as for Goethe or Shelley, Spinoza 
is much more than an expositor of metaphysic. He is a believer in 
the Spinozistic life, as there used to be believers in the Parmeni- 
dean. For though Spinoza is sometimes claimed as an advocate of 
the view that philosophy is a mere study of truth, with no bearing 
on practice, there is in reality none who serves better to refute that 
view. He is one of those with whom the philosophic and the pro- 
phetic are most finely blended. Mr. White's appreciation of this 
gives an interest to his edition.* While he has a quite competent 
understanding of Spinoza's theoretic position, and of his relations 
to other philosophers, he adds an insight into the Spinozistic spirit. 
His translation is probably the best that has yet been made, and 
altogether the edition is one that deserves to be warmly welcomed. 
The new preface is a solid and valuable piece of work. It is a pity 
that it does not contain fuller references to the Spinozistic litera- 
ture, at least in this country. Perhaps, when another edition is 
called for, some reference of this sort may be added. 

J. S. Mackenzie. 

La Scienza dell' Educazione. Di Roberto Ardigo. Verona : 
Fratelli Drucker, 1893. 

The readers of this little book may be interested to learn some- 
thing of its author. Professor Ardigo was formerly a priest, a 
learned canon of Mantua, his native city. One fine day he was 
inspired with the desire to defend ancient philosophy and faith 
against the impious attacks of modern criticism. But, like St. Paul 
on the way to Damascus, he was dazzled by so brilliant a light that 

* Cf. also, for an appreciation of Spinoza from this point of view, Delbos's 
" Le Probleme Moral dans la Philosophic de Spinoza" and Brunschvigg's 
" Spinoza." 



